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Saying Yes to the Spirit
On Sunday June 5, we will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. We often refer
to it as the Birthday of the Church, the moment the Holy Spirit descended
upon the disciples, and Jesus commissioned them to go out and preach the
gospel to all nations. They evidently said YES! It was said to be a chaotic
scene, and, and yet somehow, by the grace of God, they figured it out . . .
together.

Tidings

I believe we can now think of Pentecost as the rebirth of the church. We
humans are good at saying NO to things that are not familiar or easy. And
yet the history of our congregation is proof that saying YES to wild and
crazy things has proved to be surprisingly full of joy and always shown us the
movement of the Holy Spirit. This Pentecost, will you help me see the
things we need to say YES to in our community?
I’ll start! I’ve always thought we have a great story to share with those in
formation for ministry. But the distance from a seminary or the cost has
been prohibitive. Then I got a message from Ryan, and I ran the idea by the
Church Council, who resoundingly said YES! I’m looking forward to
learning more from him. Please welcome Ryan into our community as our
seminarian and tell him your story as we take part in the rebirth of the
church . . . together!
Pastor Stewart

A message from The New Guy!
Grace and Peace be with you, new friends. My name is Ryan Missel, and I'm
delighted to serve as your summer seminarian! Currently, I'm a senior at
Virginia Theological Seminary (Pastor Stewart's alma mater) in Alexandria,
VA, and a Postulant for the Priesthood from the Episcopal Diocese of
Missouri. Before following God's call to seminary, I served on active duty in
the U.S. Air Force for five years. Last week, I had the pleasure of chatting
with several of you about the Love of God and your stories of faith! Thank
you for your holy hospitality and warmth. I'm looking forward to learning
and growing together with you. Several of my special interests include
pastoral care, preaching, biblical storytelling, and contemplative prayer.
Along with being a seminarian, my husband John and I are proud dog
parents, and I enjoy fitness, loose leaf tea collecting, and classical music.
Ryan Missel

We Need Your Voice!

by Carolyn Surrick

There’s a project that has been in process for some months
now, and it’s time to open up the discussion. Pastor Stewart
has a vision for a book that documents the pandemic in our
church community, and we’ve been putting together
sermons, newsletters, and poetry (of course, I’m in on it) to
create a small book that can be used to start conversations in
congregations about this path that we have all been walking.
We have a working draft of 2020, and we’re looking for readers to take a look, give feedback,
and be part of a conversation about how to lead discussions around this sometimes difficult
perspective about how we managed to survive a time when loss was so very present.
We would like to put together a couple of focus groups that will meet for about an hour on
Pentecost, June 6. Please let me know if this is something that interests you, and that might fit in
your Sunday schedule or if you would like a copy of this book-in-progress but cannot attend. We
will also have a group on Zoom, time to be determined. We will have copies in the Narthex or
we can mail a copy to you.

Prayers for Buffalo

from Presiding Bishop Curry

My heart is heavy with the news that a white supremacist gunman took
the lives of 10 children of God in Buffalo on Saturday. I grew up
walking distance from the scene of this hateful crime, and my friends
and I used to ride our bikes around the neighborhood. Buffalo’s Black
community raised and formed me. I grieve with the city & people I love.
The loss of any human life is tragic, but there was deep racial hatred
driving this shooting, and we have got to turn from the deadly path our
nation has walked for much too long. Bigotry-based violence—any
bigotry at all—against our siblings who are people of color, Jewish, Sikh,
Asian, trans, or any other group, is fundamentally wrong. As baptized
followers of Jesus of Nazareth, we are called to uphold and protect the
dignity of every human child of God, and to actively uproot the white supremacy and racism
deep in the heart of our shared life.
Please join me in prayer for the shattered families in Buffalo and in expressing profound
gratitude for the intervention by Buffalo police that likely saved many other lives. Even amid
tragedy, even when manifestations of evil threaten to overwhelm, let us hold fast to the good. It
is the only way that leads to life.

Bold Faith, Bold Witness
Reflections on Synod Assembly by Barbara Herron
The 2022 Delaware-Maryland Synod Assembly
challenged us to study the examples of Peter
and Paul found in the Acts of the Apostles and
be bold. Pastor Stewart, Pastor Don, and
Barbara and Paula Herron represented the Church of the Nativity and Holy Comforter in Ocean
City. Together with churches from Delaware and Maryland, we pondered, WHAT DOES THIS
MEAN?
Dr. Crystal Hall, The Kraft Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies from United Lutheran
Seminary, led us through thought-provoking Bible studies each day. We explored verses in Acts
2, 3, 4, and 28, focusing on the word boldness, or parrhesia in Greek. Peter acted boldly.
Paul preached boldly while under house arrest in Rome. Dr. Hall left us with questions:
How is God calling us to speak boldly?
How is God calling us to respond to boldness?
Each of the three days included worship with Word and Sacrament. Bishop Leila Ortiz of the
Metro DC Synod, served as the Assembly chaplain. One of the most powerful moments each day
came when we were invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer, aloud, in the language that each of us
cherishes. Hearing and feeling the tide of sounds other than English washing over us felt like a
little Pentecost. Praying the Lord’s Prayer in Welsh was especially meaningful for me.
The Synod Assembly also conducts business. The main item of business this year was electing a
Bishop to serve for the next six years. Bishop Bill Gohl was re-elected on the first ballot, with 341
votes. Because time had been allocated for up to four more additional ballots, there was ample
time to discuss the issues forwarded for votes. The Assembly passed resolutions relating to salary
equity, support for mission development, strategies to support Black migrants, world hunger,
care for creation, support for those impacted by the criminal justice system, and recognition of
our Synod’s relationship with churches in Tanzania,
Finland and Estonia. If you would like to know
more about any of these issues, feel free to ask
Pastor Stewart, Pastor Don, Paula or me.
Thanks to Craig Hart for this hospitality while we
were in Ocean City and to Linda Chinnia,
experienced Synod volunteer who helped keep the
gears turning. Finally, Paula and I thank you for
allowing us to represent Nativity and Holy
Comforter at this year’s Synod Assembly. It was a
privilege and a joy.

Congratulations Graduates!
Dr. Sarah “Sally” E.S. Carter who received her Ph.D. in
English this week from Georgia State University. She has a B.S.
in 2006 from Towson University and a M.A. in 2011 from
Austin Peay State University. Her dissertation was entitled
Preparing Student Researchers: An Investigation of Obstacles in
the Inclusion of Primary Research Methods in First-Year
Composition. Well done Sally!

Priscilla and Doug Vaughan are celebrating the
graduation of their granddaughter, Virginia Heffernan,
daughter of Amy and Mike Heffernan from St. Paul’s
School. She has signed on to play lacrosse at the
University of Lynchburg in the fall!

Emma Ruth Bailey, daughter of Amy and Wayne, graduated
from the University of Maryland with a double major in Theater
and English. She was a CAPA Scholar and English Honors
Scholar. Emma will be continuing her education at UMD as an
MA candidate!

Our Community Garden is in bloom!
Twelve happy gardeners showed up on May 14 to plant, weed, tend, and work together in the
Community Garden. The lettuce and radishes are ready to harvest and will be delivered to
CARES. It’s quite astonishing! The garden contains, but is not limited to, beans, tomatoes,
herbs, numerous flowers, lettuces, radishes, beets and eggplant. Like all gardens, it needs to be
tended. If you would like to (or could benefit from) some time weeding, watering, planting or
caring for vegetables, flowers, and herbs, get in touch with Cindy Burggraf and she’ll let you
know when and what to do. Her email is cburggraf@gmail.com and her cell is 443.955.0529.

Rachel & Cameron Eversley and Amanda Cunningham above and Frances Schweizer below were great helpers.

GEDCO
Our friends and neighbors are still in need of our help, both with
contributions of time and energy. Please keep our baskets full of
donations and if you have a few hours in your week when you
could help at the pantry, your presence would be deeply
appreciated.
The pantry is always needs large, sturdy grocery bags. Paper ones
with the string handles are best, or reusable bags are also good.
There are other needs too: instant coffee, tea, deodorant,
shampoo, and body wash.

Welcome to Baltimore, Hon!
The Episcopal Church General Convention
website, gceighty.org, is live! The Convention is held every
three years and this year takes place at the
Baltimore Convention Center July 8-11. The
Episcopal Diocese of Maryland and the City of Baltimore
are ready to welcome the whole Episcopal Church to Baltimore
summer and to share our story of reconciliation and
transformation.

this

Thank you
for supporting our ministry financially.
Giving online is easy. Simply text the amount you’d like to give to
(410) 213-3900 or scan this QR code.

Gratitude
Because of the different circumstances of life, and
the business of the church, we are no longer
making weekly deposits. Generally, deposits are
made bi-weekly. Frequently a deposit is made early
in the month, mid-month, and then a deposit it
made on the last banking day of the month. Every
contribution is greatly appreciated, every dollar in
the plate is precious, every penny that arrives in a
pew envelope is counted and deposited. Your
contributions help everywhere – from our BGE
bill, to the water bill, to pension funds, salaries,
contributions our neighbor’s needs, and the
candles that light our way. Thank you!

The Church of the
Nativity & Holy Comforter
419 Cedarcroft Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21212

The links for our online offerings can be found in the
weekly e-news or on the front of our website.
www.nativitycomforter.org

Thursday Meditation
with Linda Mcgill from 7:30-8:15 pm

Thursday Morning Bible Study
with Pastor Don at 11:00 am on Zoom.

Wednesday Night Live Prayers
7:00 pm on Zoom.

Wednesday Healing Service
10:30 am in person back in the church each week.

Monday Chair Yoga
with Linda Mcgill from 10:00-11:15 am

Sunday Services
8:30am and 10:30am in person & late service
livestreamed to FB & YouTube

