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GLAD TIDINGS
A New Creation

I am so eager to walk through Holy Week
with you this year. It has been three years
since we have done this together in person. I’m even excited, not about
reliving the hard part of the painful Crucifixion of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. That is never easy, but I am ready to relive the story with
you, in word and song and sacred space. We have been living through
Lent and Holy Week for over two years it seems, and yet we yearn for
the traditions and familiar ways we used to do everything. Parts of the
time together will indeed feel familiar. Other parts may seem odd and
out of place now. Indeed, we need to let many things die on Good
Friday this year. We need to put them in the tomb, the way we have
always done some things, and see how God brings what once gave life
back to life in a new way, a new creation.
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One of the things we’ll be doing this spring is creating a new sacred space outside the glass doors of the
church foyer, where we often have fellowship in the warmer months. After the installation of our
Memorial Garden where some of our beloved saints now rest in peace, we have often needed a level area
for chairs for memorial services. The drop off from the sidewalk to the grass is dangerous, and we have
some drainage issues in the area too. At the same time, we love the crepe myrtle, azaleas and spectacular
white fringe tree. Those will stay the same. But thanks to several generous donors, we are well on our
way to installing a welcoming All Saints Courtyard that will include a seating area and space for worship
and fellowship. The Church
Council has approved a plan that
could be installed in a month or
so if we are able to raise $20,000
more for this project. If you would
like to make this project possible,
please contact me directly. We’ll
have larger plans available in the
foyer during Holy Week.
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I look forward to sharing this
journey with you as we are all
being recreated together.

April 10 – April 17, 2022
PALM SUNDAY
8:30 am & 10:30 am
Blessing of the Palms and Holy Eucharist
WEDNESDAY
10:30 am Healing Service (in person)
7:00 pm Zoom - Prayer Service
MAUNDY THURSDAY
6:00 pm Supper in Hart Hall
7:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar
All-night Vigil on Zoom
GOOD FRIDAY
Noon Liturgy of the Day
7:00 pm Zoom - Stations of the Cross
EASTER DAY
8:30 am & 10:30 am Festive Holy Eucharist
9:15 am Fellowship in Hart Hall
11:45 am Easter Egg Hunt & Cookies
Services will be in person and online.
Zoom services are here https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7062840024

Notes from the Office – March 31, 2022
When I wrote the date “March 31, 2022” I almost got stuck right there. Here we are, on the last
day of March, a month in which the high was almost 80 degrees, everything decided it was time
to think about blooming, a thunderstorm shook my house in the middle of the night, and then
we had a low of 26 degrees, snow flurries, and bone chilling cold. Welcome to Maryland.
I’ve lived here for most of my life and March weather is nothing new, but in this time of war, a
global pandemic, economic uncertainty, and the Supreme Court at the top of the news hour,
April can’t possibly come soon enough. We need Palm Sunday. We need Good Friday. We need
Easter Day.
And more than that, we need a ministry schedule. I’m serious. Obviously, we don’t know what
the future will bring, but right now, in this moment, we can come back. Commit. Engage. Be
together. We can have ushers, and a Chalicist. We can plan a Jazz Vespers with our beloved
Joshua Banbury. We can sign up for Easter Lilies. We can have a pot-luck supper before the
service on Maundy Thursday, and then share goodies and coffee on Easter morning.
Yes, it’s true. We don’t know how long we have until the next variant wreaks havoc, but right
now, for this week and the next, we can sign up. We can put a concert on our schedule. We can
do more than we did before. Are you going to be here on Sunday? Can you welcome the friends
and the strangers? Can you carry a cross? Can you bring a hot dish to the potluck?
Do it now. Call me or send a message. Let me know how you want to live more deeply into our
being together. We have missed you, we have missed each other, we have missed the things that
we took for granted for all of those years. Let us live into this new paradigm, a system now built
on the idea that we will cherish this moment in a church we love, with people we care deeply
about, and we will bring our full selves to being present, together. Perhaps, we have just
discovered that we are Lutherans and Episcopalians following Christ - and maybe a little Zen.
What is certain is that we are, Better Together.
Carolyn Surrick

Save the Date! Jazz Vespers on Wednesday May 4 at 7:00 pm

Weekly Community Gatherings
Monday Chair Yoga &
Mindfulness Med
itation
This 10:00 am class is led by Linda McGill
each week.
Wednesday Healing Prayers
We gather on Zoom at 10:30 am to reflect
on the readings as we pray for those on our
parish prayer list.
Wednesday Night Live
Join in our time of prayer and reflection at
7:30 pm. We include Complementary
Conversations, which will not only inform
and reinforce our faith and spirituality, but
also promote improved understanding and
appreciation for God's creation in its widest
diversity.
Thursday Morning Bible Study
meets on Zoom with Pastor Don at 11:00 am
Thursday Evening Meditation Class
with Linda McGill on Zoom
from 7:30 - 8:15 pm
Sunday Mornings IN PERSON!
8:30 am &10:30 am

See the weekly email or website
for Zoom links.
www.nativitycomforter.org

Other Notes
Thank you to all who came out for Carolyn
and Ron's concert Sunday afternoon. We
raised $2000 for our Scholarship Fund!
Your generosity toward the Ukraine relief
effort has added up to $2500 in just the past
few weeks. The Outreach Team has already
sent $1000 to
Episcopal Relief and
Development and
$1000 to Lutheran
World Relief.
Cares Food Pantry
We’re still sending groceries every week.
There are some specific needs right now:mac
and cheese, canned spaghetti (Chef Boyardee
type), regular size jars of peanut butter, jelly,
chunky soups , dish detergent, deodorant.
Easter Lily Orders
Don’t forget to fill out the Easter Lily Order
Form! Easter is coming, faster than you
could possibly imagine.
Calling All Gardeners!
Weather permitting, please join us in
our Community Garden after the 10:30
service on April 3. We want to plant this
season's first crops for the CARES food
pantry. We'll be putting in spinach and
lettuce. Tools and seeds will be
provided. Contact Cindy Burgraff with
questions or to join the gardening team for
the growing season.

